
 
THE 2017 NATIONAL DAY RALLY 

PRE- SCHOOL EDUCATION 

 Invest in building up sound foundations 

for life through education.  

 Ultimately support social mobility  

 Develop social and emotional skills and 

ensure children exposed to languages 

early.  

 Stimulate cognitive development and 

engender creativity early.  

 Establishment of Early Childhood 

Development Agency (ECDA) 

 Three primary pillars: 

a. More pre-school places (40,000 

more in next 5 years) 

b. Increase quality of teaching for 5/6 

year olds and increase number of 

MOE Kindergartens to 50.  

c. Enhance opportunities for pre-

school teachers and carers – 

through better rewards and 

training. Attract more to the 

profession.  

 Establishment of the National Institute 

of Early Childhood Development (NIEC) 

 Create more opportunities for training 

and development.  

 Work with employers to establish good 

career prospects.  

 More support for low-income families 

through KidStart. 

 KidStart will be scaled up and better 

access to affordable pre-schools and 

subsidies to enhance social mobility. 

 Every Child Counts. 

 Investment already enhanced to 

S$840m (from $360m 5 years ago) and 

will rise to S$1.4 billion.  

Technology Health Education 

SMART NATION  

 Adopting an integrated approach to IT, 

employability and productivity 

 Ensuring that whilst there are a number 

of long-term strategic adjustments that 

there will continue to be a number of 

tactical developments.  

 Singapore already has natural 

advantages through existing 

infrastructure and being a fairly compact 

country 

 Lagging behind in areas such as mobile 

payment (6 in 10 payments are still 

made using cash or cheques) 

 Mobile payments (Pay Now) will be 

supported further 

 The use of IT towards security and safety 

– through the establishment of the 

Integrated National Sensor Network  

 The use of more CCTVs and Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) to support better 

security and greater efficiency through 

early response.  

 Examples of how retail technology can 

drive further efficiency and growth.  

 Worldwide shortage of skills – 

engineers, programmers, technicians 

and leaders with the daring and 

organisational ability.  

 Programmes such as SkillsFuture and 

scholarships (which need better balance 

between engineering and liberal arts) 

will help ease shortage.  

 Ultimately the use of IT to build greater 

social cohesion and support nation 

building.  

 

ENHANCED HEALTH 

 The battle against diabetes  

 Whilst the average lifespan of a 

Singaporean is 82 year old, 10% (or 8 

years) of it is spent in ill health.  

 This leads to a poor quality of life and 

is a huge cost and social burden.  

 The war against sugar begins now! 

 Singapore is just behind the US for 

Type 2 diabetes (1 in 9 Singaporean 

suffers from it).  

 There is also a demographic difference 

in terms of the incidence of diabetes 

across the different racial groups.  

 There is a need for greater exercise and 

better diet. 

 The efforts will begin from schools. 

 Other initiatives from other nations 

(including the implementation of sugar 

taxes to more visible warning levels of 

sugar in food packaging) will also be 

studied. 

 

The rally ended as it started with a story of social mobility across three generations from Adam – a young student who received a bursary 

from the Prime Minister to his father, Aziz who himself obtained a bursary from a younger Lee Hsien Loon in 1986and has gone on to 

become a train engineer and his father, Ahmad, who was a gardener. The story of progress and a government’s duty to build for the future.  


